
Core Plus Maritime 

 

 

Parents and Friends of North Mason School District,  

  
  

Our district wants as many of our students as wish to attend 

college or university to be qualified to do so upon graduation. 

We also recognize that while virtually all careers these days 

require some form of post-secondary education, not every student 

is headed for a future requiring a college degree. One way in 

which our district meets the needs of all of our students is by 

being mindful of the actual competencies employers are seeking 

and in preparing potentially interested students to meet the 
demand. If there is a significant current demand in an industry 

that has been central to the Pacific Northwest now and over our 

history—it is seafaring.  

  

Core Plus Maritime Is a new course we are offering for the 2022-

23 school year.  If a student is interested in anything dealing 
with the sea (and there are many and diverse specializations 

required to run a ship)—Core Plus Maritime is the course for 

them. If later a young person decides to pursue a different 

course they will have a repertoire of seasoned skills that will 

fit them equally well for many other industries.  

  

Our program will provide instruction in navigation, boat design, 

boat construction, repair, machinery, precision measurement and 

traditional hands-on skills. Many of these have been passed on 

from master to apprentice over decades.   Students in Core Plus 
Maritime will study maritime and workplace safety and general 

career skills that are also readily transferrable to non-

maritime positions. Students of CMP will learn of the maritime 

history of our region and of its continuing importance not only 

to modern commerce but to the welfare and identity of the tribal 

peoples who are the first citizens of our area.  

  

In CMP, as its title indicates, students will cover the same 

core subjects as would any other student. In addition, students 

of CMP will also earn their Washington State Boaters Education 

Card, plus an industry recognized certificate that shows 

potential employers our students’ competency in basic safety 

skills needed in a shop, shipyard, a boat, and the standard 

operating procedures required for various machines and tools. 
Many graduates of our program will have the opportunity to go 

straight to work after high school.   

  



Core Plus Maritime is just one of many Career and Technical 

Education opportunities for our students to explore in North 

Mason. It is our goal to help students be career and college 

ready. This course is one more pathway for students to engage in 

a meaningful way in their education.  

  

On a personal note, all I ever made in shop class was a wooden 

tool container. These students get to make boats—and learn how 

to navigate them! I have argued in earlier letters that the 

education NMSD offers our students is superior to that which 

most of us received when we were in High School. CPM, is an 

outstanding further example. Gavin Forseth is the Captain for 

the maiden voyage of this class and on behalf of myself and my 

colleagues, best wishes, smooth sailing and—BON VOYAGE!  

  

JohnC  
  

John Campbell  

North Mason School Board  

Position Number 4.  

 


